Sonoma County Charter Special Education Local Plan Area
CEO POLICY 21

READING LITERACY

A. RATIONALE

Reading proficiency is an important goal for virtually all students who receive special
education services. It is basic to ongoing school success and essential for successful
participation in society. Without reading proficiency, students are excluded from full
participation and opportunity to achieve academic success in school.

B. POLICY STATEMENT

In order to improve the educational results for students with disabilities, the Charter LEAs in
the Sonoma County Charter SELPA ensure that all students who require special education
will participate in reading instruction activities, just as do all other students in the Sonoma
County Charter LEAs. In order to facilitate that effort, the Charter LEAs assure that special
education instructional personnel will participate in staff development inservice opportunities
in the area of literacy, including:

a. information about current literacy and learning research;

b. state-adopted student content standards and frameworks; and

c. research-based instructional strategies for teaching reading to a wide range of diverse
learners

Each of the Charter LEAs will include special education staff in their curriculum materials
selection process, in order to support alignment with State standards. Each will also include
all special education staff in all staff development on phonemics and phonics, as well as in
any additional state or regional training based on new legislation, e.g., the California Reading
and Literature Subject Matter Project, the rollouts on the frameworks, AB466 training.

The goals of the Charter LEAs are to increase the participation of students with disabilities in
statewide student assessments, to increase the percentage of children with disabilities who
are literate, and to assure that students with disabilities attain higher standards in reading.

In order to reach these goals, we assure that students with disabilities will have full access to:
1. all required core curriculum including state-adopted core curriculum textbooks and

supplementary textbooks; and
2. instructional materials and support.
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